Dear UBMA members,

A short newsletter for July 2026 with the aim to get this published to remind you of the first
of the UBMA lunchtime webinars next week on Tuesday 14th July—please sign up below!

In today’s newsletter:

. Reminder, dates for your diary—UBMA webinars: July 14th 1300-1400, 23rd
September 1230-1330 & October 20th 1300-1400

« Sector news: ITSS AutumnFest 2026—Your Skills. Your Future. Your Move.

. Highlighting the IST conference— 15th September 2026, University of Liverpool

« Reminder to spread the word to you colleagues about the UBMA and encourage
them to join our community

. Areminder to please follow us on LinkedIn and share our posts, lots of useful
content will be posted there in-between newsletters

James Fox (Communications Officer)
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Dates for your diary

As announced at conference / AGM and as part of UBMA’s

we are announcing the first (of what we hope will be many!) two career devel-
opment lunchtime webinars. Further details & booking links to the webinars will follow
shortly, presently we just ask you to add the dates to your diaries to reserve the time.

1. Tuesday 14th July 1300-1400: - , Head of Technical Services in the
College of Health and Life Sciences at Aston University Aston University. Jiteen is
this year’s recipient of the Times Higher Education Outstanding Technician of the
Year award, and this session will focus on the work which won him both the nomi-
nation and the award itself.

Meeting ID: 314 631 704 419 6 / Passcode: Sg3xx3bs

2. Wednesday 23rd September 1230-1330: , Head of Faculty
Technical Services, University of Manchester
In addition to a varied career in senior technical management and technical career
development, Michelle is Registrar at the Institute of Science and Technology. This
session will cover professional registration, including routes, requirements and
practical advice.

3. Tuesday 20th October 1300-1400. Core Facility Finance.
This session will focus on core facility costing and charging models, including ap-
proaches to cost recovery, when to charge or not charge, and how this is managed
across different institutions. Contributions will be from technical staff from the Uni-
versity of Limerick, University of Lancashire and University of Manchester, with a
brief presentation from each and then a more general discussion about the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of each approach.

Details of other webinars are being finalised. If you would like to offer to give a webinar
on any subject relevant to UBMA members, please contact

The Hidden REF Competition 2026 is
now open for submissions.

The Hidden REF Competition
celebrates the full range of outputs and
people that drive research forward but
are routinely overlooked by traditional
assessment frameworks like the REF
— from data, software, and protocols,
to the technical specialists, research
managers, and other professionals without whom research simply wouldn't happen.
Across 25 categories, anyone associated with a UK research organisation is eligible to
submit, regardless of their role or REF history.

Highlighting the

that make research possible

Submissions are open now and the deadline is 13 September. Full details, categories,
and the submission portal are at:

In 2024, | submitted an to recognise the vital, but hidden, role that the
phlebotomy team at University of York play in enabling the provision of fresh human blood
that it is used in research. Being highly commended helped recognise the service we
provide and the impact it has.

During the , there were some discussions about
equipment sharing platforms and the potential to generate additional income from external
users, e.g. small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and other Higher Education institutes,
via the use of such platforms.

. includes the equipment, facilities,
resources and services used to conduct world-class science and research and accelerate
innovation. From small equipment and critical infrastructure maintenance, giant
telescopes and research ships, to cultural archives and data networks, explore the
breadth of UKRI’s infrastructure.

Type in ‘confocal’ or ‘crystallography’ to search and it lists the facilities available.

For smaller equipment:

. InfraPortal has been developed to
showcase hundreds of nationally significant research and innovation infrastructures which
are available to UK researchers and innovators.

. is a catalogue listing UK research equipment, often at a
smaller scale than the equipment listed on InfraPortal

Type in ‘confocal’ again and it lists individual equipment rather than whole facility
information

Also, there are localised lists of equipment such as the
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The Royal Society of Biology’s annual
celebration of bioscience, Biology Week, will take place from the 8 — 18 October.
This year’s theme is ‘A complete celebration of biology and nature from A to Z’.

Organisations across the sector are encouraged to host events and activities during the
week to celebrate and promote the important work of biosciences and the latest
innovations.

Your events can be listed on the as part of the wider Biology Week
programme if you have any organised?

The RSB's Apprentice of the Year award is now open for applications. The award
celebrates apprentices and recognises their contribution to their teams and the wider
bioscience community.

Take the next step in your professional development with the Royal Society of Biology's
wide range of training courses! These include in-person technical skills courses:

When? 23 September 2026, 09:00 to 17:00

Where? University of Derby, Derby, England, UK

Gain knowledge and practical experience to understand and apply the model
organism C. elegans into your own biological or medical research, with no prior
experience required.

RSB also has a range of online transferable and analytical skills courses including:

When? 24 - 25 August 2026, 10:00 to 12:00

Where? Online via Zoom

Through hands on activities, learn to import and analyse real biological datasets in R, and
produce clear, reproducible workflows. No prior coding experience needed.

When? 16 September 2026, 09:00 to 17:00

Where? Online via Zoom

Position yourself at the forefront of bioinformatics, machine learning, Artificial Intelligence
and computational biology. For non-computer scientists who work with biological data.

When? 18 September 2026, 09:00 to 17:00

Where? Online

Get to know the popular Jupyter system for working with Python, and its applications in
biology, in this beginner-level course.

When? 21 - 22 September 2026, 11:00 to 14:00

Where? Online

Learn how the science of DNA - molecular biology - is used to identify biological evidence
in the scene of crime. For biologists interested in modern DNA profiling methods,
including how to use key instrumentation such as capillary electrophoresis.

When? 22 - 23 October 2026, 09:00 to 13:00
Where? Online
Understand how teams work, explore leadership styles, and develop your management

skills. For biologists working in, or aspiring to, team leader positions.

Your Skills. Your Future. Your Move.
AutumnFest returns this September 7-11th

One week, 9 free sessions, one online festival of learning designed for technical
professionals.

From career coaching to introduction to Al, there has never been a better time to upskill.
Monday 7 September:

Tuesday 8 September:

Wednesday 9 September:

Thursday 10 September:

Friday 11 September:

IST conference: Tuesday 15th September 2026,
University of Liverpool

UBMA has Corporate Affiliation to the IST, which is the professional body for specialist,
technical and managerial staff. This years conference theme is: Future Ready: SkKills,
Systems and Stories “You'll never work alone.....”. UBMA officers will be in attendance,
so it would be wonderful to catchup with other UBMA members and hopefully recruit as
many as we did at the 2025 conference!

Bookings are open for the Institute of Science & Technology (IST) conference at the
University of Liverpool on Tuesday 15th September 2026!

There are some excellent keynote speakers (including UBMA'’s very own Jiteen Ahmed)
to hear from, a huge variety of workshops to attend and the opportunity to network with
other technical professionals from a wide variety of backgrounds.

Register here:

Conference Information:

Supporting the technical
workforce in the creative, digital,
engineering and science
technologies for over 75 years

Join us!

You already know what a wonderful community the

UBMA is, but do your colleagues?! Please spread the
word about the UBMA and encourage other bioscience THE WORD
managers to join us!

SPREAD

Details on how to join are or contact our

LinkedlIn

For those of you on LinkedIn please connect, follow
and share UBMA posts as they come up.

Search either for University Bioscience Managers
Association, or UBMA and you should find us.
Alternatively,

From your UBMA Executive Committee

You are receiving this email because you are a member of the University Bioscience Managers Association. If you
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