
 

UBMA Conference  9th - 11th April 
2025 Conference Programme 



Conference Programme 

 

Location  

All talks and the suppliers' exhibition will take part in the Regional Food Academy, building 14 

on the campus plan: https://www/harper-adams.ac.uk/documents/campus-plan.pdf 

 

1 - Front of the Regional Food Acadmey. 

 

2 - Picture 1 is an aerial view of the original main building of Harper Adams University. Picture 2 is of an inflatable yellow 
cross with the strapline "Together, we will make the difference". 

Dr Victoria Talbot is your host and can be reached on  

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/documents/campus-plan.pdf


+44 1952 815224  

Please let her know if you would like to join the conference WhatsApp group. 

Thank you so much to all our speakers and facility hosts.  

We really couldn't do this without you. 

You can read all about our speakers and hosts here: 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/EcF93nzKvjAnNA44?ref=Link 

Wednesday 9th April 

11:00 - 13:00 Registration in the Regional Food Academy 

12:00 - 13:00 Buffet lunch available 

13:00 Coach departs for Blists Hill Victorian Town from QMH car park  

16:00 Drinks in the New Inn pub at Blists Hill 

17:30 Meal at the Forest Glen Pavilion Restaurant 

20:00 Depart Blists Hill for Ironbridge and drinks. Group photo on the bridge (weather 

permitting).  

22:30 Return to Harper Adams University 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/EcF93nzKvjAnNA44?ref=Link
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/visit/blists-hill-victorian-town/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan/where-to-eat-shop/pubs-restaurants/the-new-inn-pub/
https://www.ironbridge.org.uk/plan/where-to-eat-shop/pubs-restaurants/forest-glen-refreshment-pavilion/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/iron-bridge/


 

3 - Aerial view of the Ironbridge. 

Thursday 10th April 

 

08:45 - 09:10 Registration, tea and coffee 

09:15 - 09:30 Welcome address from Professor Ken Sloan, Vice Chancellor and CEO of Harper 

Adams University 

Morning Talks 

09:45 - 10:15 Professor of Soil Ecology, Simon Jeffery: Paludiculture  - raising water levels in 

agriculture to retain carbon, productivity and biodiversity 

10:15 - 10:45 UBMA members' discussion 

10:45 - 11:10 Break  - refreshments and supplier exhibition 

11:10 - 11:30 Rachel Barker, DEFRA: When you might require a licence. Scientific  

authorisations: legislation, what requires an authorisation, the application process, the 



technical assessment of SOPs. *Please let Victoria know if there are specific things you 

would like Rachel to address*  

11:30 - 11:50 Caroline Cawood, DEFRA. When an 'Inspector Calls'. How technicians, facility 

managers and researchers can be ready for a visit from the Plant Health Team. 

11:50 - 12:20 Darren Roberts, Systems Developer  - Digitisation and automation of processes 

and approvals. Using Microsoft Power Automate to streamline lab and other facilities 

processes. 

12:20 - 12:50 Lisa Blackburn, MCIPS, NWUPC. Procurement frameworks - what is available 

and how they can work for you - benefitting your budget, and facilitating sustainable and 

ethical procurement.  

13:00 - 13:50 Lunch and suppliers' exhibition. *Plus demo 3D chocolate printing!* 

13:50 - 13:55 Group photograph at the front of the Main Building. 

 

4 - A group of people in a field framed by a carbon mo610745. Part of paludiculture research. 

Afternoon Facility Visits 

 

14:00 - 15:00 Professor of Applied Entomology, Tom Pope and Professor of Food 

Biotechnology, Frank Vriesekoop: visit to the apiary, demonstration vineyard and hops. 

15:15 - 15:45 Break - refreshments and suppliers' exhibition 

15:45 - 16:45 Choice of visits: 

https://www.nwupc.ac.uk/
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/news/211202/bees-grapes-and-hops-brought-together-for-new-campus-demonstration-area


    1. Fred Baker, Interim Manager: Companion Animal House 

    2. Tracey Wheat, Facility Manager: Veterinary Education Centre 

    3. Nikoletta Foskolou, Associate Laboratory Manager: Jean Jackson Entomology 

Laboratory, and the Nematology Research Laboratory. 

 

5 - Clinical skills in action with student treating a stuffed toy dog during opening of the Veterinary Education Centre with 
Princess Anne in attendance. 

Evening 

 

17:30 Coach departs from QMH carpark for Lilleshall Sports and Conference Centre, home to 

British Gymanastics. 

18:00 Tour of the King's Gymnasium 

19:00 Dinner in Chapter's Restaurant with drinks on the terrace 

22:30 Return to Harper Adams University 

https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/blog/post/3134/introducing-the-companion-animal-house-the-staff-the-facilities-and-the-research
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/about/1066/our-university/animals-and-veterinary-facilities/
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/university-life/our-university/321/entomology-building/
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/university-life/our-university/321/entomology-building/
https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/research/955/research-centre/nematology-research-group/
https://www.lilleshallnsc.co.uk/nsc/


 

6 - Lilleshall House and gardens. 

Friday 11th April 

 

09:00 Tea and coffee. 

09:30 - 10:00 Dr Jane Yardley MRSB CBiol, Innovation Specialist on the work of Sustaining 

Shropshire:  Helping local food and Agri-Tech SMEs become more productive, efficient and 

sustainable by providing business support and food product testing in university facilities. 

Project funded by by the UK Government and Shropshire Council. 

10:00 - 10:30 Jane Cooper, Senior Laboratory Technician and Labs Outreach Officer with Tom 

Leigh, Teaching Fellow at Harper Keele Vet School: Inspiring the next generation of scientists, 

Harper Adams' technician-led STEM Outreach programme. 

10:30 - 11:00 Break - refreshments and suppliers' exhibition 

11:00 - 11:30 Professor Jude L. Capper, ABP Chair of Sustainable Beef and Sheep Production: 

PRISM project; reducing the carbon footprint of beef cattle. Dispelling myths about red meat. 

11:30 - 12:55 Dr Grace Milburn, Associate Director of Harper Adams University Future Farm: 

Tour of the award-winning Future Farm, including a visit to the newborn lambs and the 

rotary milking parlour during milking time  

*For biosecurity purposes please register your visit: https://www.futurefarm.zone/visit/ * 

https://sustainingshropshirecouk.wpcomstaging.com/
https://sustainingshropshirecouk.wpcomstaging.com/
https://www.futurefarm.zone/
https://youtu.be/OcTXDt8GDLA
https://www.futurefarm.zone/visit/


12:55 Closing words and feedback. 

13:00 Collect packed lunch from RFA. Close of conference. Final chance to talk to exhibitors 

and depart. 

 

7 - Some of Harper Adams' latest additions! Newborn lambs. Awww.... 

 

8 - Cows on a cold day. 



Thank you to all our exhibitors for their support for this year's UBMA Conference 9th - 11th 

April 2025 

 

9 - https://www.dixonscience.com/ 

 

10 - https://www.dogfishdesign.co.uk/ 

 

11 - https://www.eppendorf.com/gb-en/ 

 

12 - https://autoclave.uk.com/ 

 

13 - https://www.haierbiomedical.co.uk/product 

 

14 - https://knf.com/en/uk 

 

15 - https://lifesciencegroup.co.uk/ 

https://ubma.org.uk/future-meetings/


 

16 - https://www.microclarity.co.uk/ 

 

17 - https://www.ntdc.ac.uk/ 

 

18 - https://www.nwupc.ac.uk/ 

 

19 - https://eu-en.ohaus.com/en-eu 

 

20 - https://www.phchd.com/eu/phceu 

 

21 - https://www.scientificlabs.co.uk/ 



 

22 - https://sesautoclaves.com/ 

Select Engineering Services 

 

23 - https://www.solmedialtd.com/ 

 

24 - https://www.thermofisher.com/uk/en/home.html 

 

25 - https://www.unigreenscheme.co.uk/ 

 

26 - https://www.weiss-technik.co.uk/en 
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